Rupert's brother. Rupert himself was not present. He had
gone with another brother, Maurice, to see what harm he
could do to British commerce with the royalist fleet.

It was mid-September when Charles set foot on land
that acknowledged him as King, and a month later he sent
a proclamation calling tc the Kingdome of England and
Dominion of Wales " to return to their obedience. But it
was only a gesture, made to keep his courage up. For the
fair plan of Ireland was shattered. Ireland herself, Or-
monde reported, was lost. The fiend Cromwell had
marched from victory to victory, subduing the island as
it had never been subdued before and placing upon the
miserable Catholic population such a rigid Puritan yoke as
would keep their noses in the mud for generations.

Many loyal men in the sad little court at Jersey frankly
despaired. But Charles was still resilient, still optimistic.
Hard on the heels of news of the Irish disaster came new
commissioners from Scotland, austerely disapproving of
his Majesty's religion, friends, family, principles and mode
of life but quite anxious to use him as a standard around
which they could rally their countrymen. The King de-
cided to deal with them. From the very first moment of
discussion, however, the air was full of insults, threats and
recriminations. The cavaliers and Presbyterians nearly
came to blows. But Charles was learning the technique of
handling debate. He wanted action, and he knew that in
Scotland was his only immediate chance of getting it. So
he flattered and commanded, soothed and persuaded to
such purpose that the first Lord Byron of Newstead Abbey
described the scene to a friend:

ct During this the King expressed such moderation, pa-
tience and judgment as was admirable in a person of his
years, repressing by his excellent temper those heats and